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Agenda
• Community Immunity

• Pregnancy & Vaccines

• Routine Childhood Vaccines

• Common Questions & Concerns

• Building Vaccine Confidence

• Native Boost & VacciNative



Community 
Immunity



Pregnancy & 
Vaccines



Before 
Pregnancy
• MMR



During 
Pregnancy
• RSV

• Tdap

• Flu

• COVID



After 
Pregnancy
• Passive Immunity
• Pregnancy

• Breastmilk



Routine 
Childhood 
Immunization 
Schedule



Routine Childhood 
Immunization Schedule



Reasons to Follow the Schedule

1. Ideal timing

2. Prevent complications

3. Early protection

4. Best protection

5. Long-term protection

6. Community Immunity



Common 
Questions & 
Concerns



Reasons for Vaccine Hesitancy

Some common reasons for 
vaccine hesitancy include:
• Misinformation

• Not understanding how vaccines work

• Vaccine safety concerns



Historical Trauma

Results in mistrust in:
• Federal government

• Medical care

• Vaccine development & approval process

• Pharmaceutical companies



Building
Vaccine
Confidence



Our Research

11 Focus groups in the Pacific NW

• 5 groups: Healthcare providers & clinic staff (n=58)
• 12 Tribal & 2 urban clinics

• 6 groups: Tribal community members (n=44)



Start with the Basics
Parents & caregivers want to 
know the basics about:
• Disease(s) vaccinating against

• Why vaccines are important

• Consequences of not vaccinating

Via: Face-to-face conversations with a trusted medical 
provider



Language Matters

When speaking with parents & caregivers:

• Use clear & concise language

• Avoid medical jargon



Language Matters
Many parents & caregivers:

• Don’t understand/relate to medical/scientific 
jargon

• Avoid asking providers questions when they 
don’t understand concepts or words



When you use medical or scientific 
jargon, you miss an opportunity to 
communicate valuable information 

effectively to many patients. 



RSV Example

Polio is a dangerous disease that can cause our muscles to 
stop working. 
Many people whose muscles stop working need wheelchairs 
& breathing machines for the rest of their lives. 
Fortunately, we have vaccines that protect against polio. They 
are 99% effective at preventing sickness. And if your 
vaccinated child gets sick their illness will likely be very mild.  

Consider saying:



RSV Example

RSV is an infection that can make it very hard to breathe, especially for 
young infants. If this happens, children may need to stay in the hospital. In 
severe cases, some people may be unable to breathe on their own. 

Thankfully, vaccines given to pregnant people during the final part of 
pregnancy can help protect newborns. 

Some infants, particularly those at higher risk of severe illness, may 
benefit from extra protection with a monoclonal antibody called 
Nirsevimab.

Consider saying:



RSV Example

The RSV vaccine can help protect you and your baby.

Vaccinating during pregnancy can help make infants about half as likely to 
get an RSV infection during their first three months of life.

For infants protected through maternal vaccination who still get RSV, the 
illness is less likely to lead to hospitalization. 

Encourage pregnant people to get the RSV vaccine during pregnancy.

Consider saying:



Use Culturally Resonant Messages
Tip #1: Emphasize the benefits of 
vaccination for both individuals & the 
community

“When our kids receive vaccines according to the recommended 
schedule, they’re less likely to get sick—and less likely to pass illnesses 
on to people who are more vulnerable – such as elders, young babies, 
and people with certain health conditions. Together, this helps protect 
our community.”



Use Culturally Resonant Messages
Tip #2: Remind patients of their 
responsibility to care for one another and 
for future generations

“We all have a role in caring for one another. Making sure you and 
your child are vaccinated is a meaningful way to help protect your 
family and community for generations to come.”



Use Culturally Resonant Messages
Tip #3: Honor the patient’s autonomy & 
individual sovereignty
• Be non-judgmental & empathetic

• Affirm experiences

• Share basic information about vaccines

• Answer questions/address myths

• Accept that final decision-making power rests with patients



Vaccine Safety
Parents/caregivers concerned 
about whether:

• Native people are part of vaccine testing

• The benefits of vaccination outweigh the 
risks



Building Vaccine Confidence 

Gather 
Inform
ation & 
Listen

Affirm Your 
Patient’s 

Experiences 

Address 
Inaccurate 

Information



Vaccine Safety 

Vaccines are safe. They go through many safety 
tests before being approved. 

Many Native people and Tribal Nations 
volunteer to help test vaccines. That's why we 
know vaccines are safe for Native kids. 
Serious reactions are rare. People are more 
likely to get hit by lightning than to have a severe 
allergic reaction to any vaccine.

Consider saying:



 Are normal

 Usually go away in a few days

 Are a good sign that your child’s body 
is preparing to protect them

Normalize Mild Vaccine Side Effects 

Let parents/caregivers know 
mild vaccine side effects:



Role Play



Our Campaigns



Our Process
Evidence-based
• Survey data

• Focus group data

Community-informed
• SMEs & partners

• Follow-up focus groups



Resources



Handouts 



Rack Cards & Booklet



Posters  



Clinical Flip Charts 



Guides for Parents & Providers



Social Media Posts 



Presentations & Newsletter Templates 



Vaccine Reminder Postcards 



Videos 







Accessing 
Native Boost & 
VacciNative 
Materials





www.IndianCountryECHO.org/Vaccines 



www.IndianCountryECHO.org/Vaccines www.IndianCountryECHO.org/Vaccines 



www.IndianCountryECHO.org/Vaccines www.IndianCountryECHO.org/Vaccines 







https://www.indiancountryecho.org/native-boost/parents-caregivers/



https://www.indiancountryecho.org/VacciNative/Adults/







Thank you!


